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SUB J : MAURITANIA AND THE SPANISH SAHARA 
REF: (A) NOUAKCHOTT 1074; (B) USUN 1887 

1. FRENCH EMBASSY COUNSELOR MILLOT CALLED ON EMBOFF IUNE 3 
TO ASK IF U.S. AMBASSADOR HAD RECENTLY BEEN CONVOKED BY 
FONMIN RE SPANISH SAHARA. EMBOFF REPLIED AFFIRMATIVELY 
WHEREUPON MILLOT SAID FRENCH AMBASSADOR WAS ALSO CONVOKED 
MAY 31. HE REVIEWED MINISTER'S DEMARCHE, SUBSTANCE OF WHICH WAS 
SAME AS THAT MADE TO OUR AMBASSADOR ON SAME DATE (REF A). 
MILLOT SAID ONLY REASON GIVEN FOR CALLING IN FRECH AMBASSADOR 
IS "LONG STANDING CLOSE RELATIONS '. MILLOT ADDED THAT MINISTER 
USUALLY WANTS TO SEE FRENCH AMBASSADOR "TO COMPLAIN 

ABOUT SOMETHING" AND THIS WAS FIRST TIME HE HAD EVER 
ASKED FOR FRENCH ASSISTANCE ON SPANISH SAHARA QUESTION. 

2. MILLOT WONDERED WHETHER FONMIN HAD CONVOKED U.S. AND 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 NOUAKC 01126 051556Z 

FRENCH AMBASSADORS BECAUSE OF THEIR COUNTRY'S MEMBERSHIP 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


ON UN SECURITY COUNCIL. HE THOUGHT FONMIN'S DEMARCHE INDICATED 
GIRM IS "IN A PANIC" OVER POSSIBLE PRECIPITOUS SPANISH 
WITHDRAWAL FROM THE SAHARA AND. PERHAPS, EVEN PLANNED 
TO REQUEST SECURITY COUNCIL CONSIDERATION OF SITUATION. 

"DOES U.S. PLAN CALL SECURITY COUNCIL INTO SESSION?", MILLOT 
CONCLUDED. 

3. EMBOFF REITERATED U.S. POLICY OF NON-INVOLVEMENT IN 
SPANISH SAHARA DISPUTE AS WELL AS OUR LONG STANDING FRIENDLY 
RELATIONS WITH ALL PARTIES TO DISPUTE. HE ADDED Mil .LOT'S 
SUGGESTION OF SECURITY COUNCIL ACTION WAS FIRST TIME HE 

HAD HEARD THIS POSSIBILITY RAISED AND DOUBTED U.S. WOULD 
TAKE INITIATIVE TO CALL COUNCIL INTO SESSION. (REF B, WHICH 
CONTAINED SPANISH LETTER TO SYG OF UN RESERVING RIGHT TO CALL 
UPON SECURITY COUNCIL, HAD NOT YET BEEN RECEIVED HERE) 

4. COMMENT: BELIEVE FRENCH ARE CORRECT IN THEIR ASSESSMENT 
OF GIRM FEARS SHOULD SPANISH PULL OUT OF SAHARA QUICKLY. 

IN THIS SITUATION MAURITANIA WOULD BE CAUGHT IN THE MIDDLE, 

WITH ITS POLITICAL MODEL AND MENTOR ALGERIA AND ITS NEW FOUND 
"FRIEND" MOROCCO CONTESTING, POSSIBLY BY FORCE, THE 
SOVEREIGNTY OF THE SPANISH SAHARA. HAVING RECENTLY BEEN A 
MEMBER OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL, GIRM IS NOW SUFFICIENTLY 
CONFIDENT OF ITSELF IN THAT FORUM. HANDYSIDE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ARBITRATION, POLITICAL SETTLEMENT, INDEPENDENCE, RELATIONS WITH INTERNATIONAL ORGS, SELFDETERMINATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 05 JUN 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: SmithRJ 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975NOUAKC01 126 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7501 97-0325 
From: NOUAKCHOTT 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750678/aaaacsva.tel 

Line Count: 85 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 75 NOUAKCHOTT 1074, 75 USUN 1887 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: SmithRJ 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 21 MAY 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <21 MAY 2003 by MartinML>; APPROVED <28 OCT 2003 by SmithRJ> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MAURITANIA AND THE SPANISH SAHARA 
TAGS: PFOR, MR, SS, FR, UNSC 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



